: /TA© ,
(Diary of Ray P. Travis during the siege and war at Aimtab, Turkey.)

_April 1st,--We had fimished "reakfast at our persommel house, during which

4 time we had told of the jokes that had been perpretrated upen us in the

" @arly morming by the fum-loving Armeniamns of our perscanel, and were pre-

i paring to leave the table when the sound of four shots im successiomn caused
us te exclaim im chorus,"What is that? has the massacre begun?" These firct
shots ad been Tired from ax street just south of the American Misdon build-
ings and perhaps thirty reds away im the vicinity 4f a Turkish police sta-
tion, We all rushed to the balcony to learn the cause of the trouhle and
saw that already crowds of people were pourimg into the Mission compounds
both at the hom ital amd at the semimary., Firing was kept up steadily for
perhaps fifteem minutes while the Turkish positions were being advanced to
Mardia Hill to secure better command of our imstitutioms imeluding a boys'
orphange of azbout 1000 immates, a girls' orphanage of about four hundred,

2 Rescue Home of twe humdred, and a hospital., Many Armenians were im the e
early morming market im the Turkish quarter at the time that the trouble
began,It 1is reported that a number were killed outright and séme taken
priseners . More than twenty-five were more or less serieusly wounded in the
forenoon of thés first days' trouble. Seme had been struck over the heads
with blunt imstruments, others had beem shot with dum-dum bullets(all the
Turks are armed with Mauser rifles used by the German Army) while others
bore ugly gasiss made with kmives, Severzl of these woumrded bore beth the
bullet and kmife wounds, Smining entinued throughout the day im spite of
the fact that we had Tun up the Ameriecam flag om all of eur institutions

-at the time the trouble cammenced., Several p rsoms were wounded in our
compounds andaad ome of my boys imstantly killed in an upper roem of the
erphanage, the same bullet striking another boy and inflicting a depressed
fracture of the skull,Some, of course, have been frantic, but for the
most partthe Armenians have beemn very level-headed mmd are bearing thexwmr
burden with great fortitude. There have beem many willing hands to-day to
make sad i1l sand hags and to do other things mecessary ian such a crisis,
The young Armeniam mem had lemg beem prepariag in their feeble way for such |
an emergency, as they were determimedto fight their eppressors this time
whea trouble came, amd had purchased rifles and pistols whensver possible
somet imes paying as high as $100 for a siangle rifle., Scme two months ago
a distinet Christiam guarter had been described, and this mornigm imto
every street leading to the Christiam quarter stome walls were hastily xk- |
thrown up asmd barbed wire entanglements rolled inte place,.This has proven ‘
effectiwe for meme ¢f the Turks have beem able te gaim access to the Chris-
tiam quarter, It seems remarkable thatbthe Armeniamns have been able to
refrain from returming this fire, but it is probable that they have done
80 in order that the Turks camnot truthfully accuse them of provokimg the
attack, Them, too, they are mome too plentifully supplied with ammunition
which they wish to use sparingly, mot kmowing what assistance the French
will be ble to give them, If mothing is done by them God only kmnows what
will be the emd, To-night we have had a doublse wall comstructed along the
street from the door of the seminary compound to the emtrance to the hosp- |
ital compound, This will amke it safe to pass between the twe places since |
our various duties demand this, More than 4,000 persoms flocked to us to- |
day , and perhaps 800 =are sleeping to-night in the basement of the hosp-
ital and om the grounds. The fact th:t the number is so small is because

th the coming of might all firing ceaseg.and the majoerity have gone teo

r homes to spend the might,We have been gratly worried about Miss

son, as English lady, haviag an orphemage of some 125 beys and girls

rdin Hill, about 3/4 miles from Aintad, Through glasses we saw the Zx

break opem the gate of the compound surrounding her buildings and

+ various times Ffrom 25 to 50 filing im and ouk, They seem to be im®

trenfhing themselves mear the house, Ve fear the worst as she has some

large girls vho will prebably share a fate worse than death g to-morrow

is Friday(Good Firday, at that) and the Moglem sabbath, and'?ﬁiday is alway
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the day when the they are fire® with the greatest enthusiasm, we are
o;pecting a ¥mxxyxi terrible day with a heawy tell of life.

April 2npnd,=- We were agreeably surprised that a general massacre did not
take place to-day. Thanks to the defense of the Armenian young men!! Snip-
'ing has continued imtermittently simnce 8:30 this morning. Armenians have
replied, to-day, and the ¥rench have not been eatirely silentas the report
came in this evening thata lone Fremch soldier defending the Catholic
church h:d seven Turks to his credit durimg the day.To-night a platoonm
consisting of an officer and twenty-five seldiers has gone to his assist-
ance, This was comsidered very dangerous so the Colonel c-lled for volun-
teers, French soldiers were also sent to guard the hospital and orphanage
after darkmess came so0 that &t was possibleto elude the Turks. Simce they
were stationedthere have been several sharp conflicts., Our institutionms
have been under fére dl day amd hit many times although ne one here o r a
the city has been wounded. About 10:30 last nightthe Turks made an sttack
upon the French, Several volleys were exchaged before the French let loose
with gome grenades,This proved too much for themand everything remained
still until morming, My men made severaltrips to the house we evacuzted
when trouble started, to remove woof, foed, and cooking utensils--things
needed very badly simce we are feeding the refugees, althoughttheir number
has been still further reducedby many goimg back to th eir homes upon find
ing their quarter so well defemded. I have beem workinghard barrieading
all our windows with sand bags. Thanks to the army,the experience I gain-
ed there will help me through this emergency.This morning, my boy whowas
killed yesterday, was buried im a grave with three other people im axmmrn
corner of the hospital compound., We have just beea (11 P.M,) viewing from
our lep-hcoles a little skirmish below the semimary. Flames attracted our
attention to that sectiom, and to all appearances the Turks

are burning the abandomed Rwxkixk houses im the Kurdish quarter. There ms
was cause for rejoicing this morning when we received news of Miss Frear-
son's safety,Yesterday the Turks ordered her to opem her gates, and when
she refused they broke them open. Omnce inside they told her thather boys
and girls would not be molested for they were all bréthers and sisters.
They demanded thoughzk , the surrender of her buyer, saying he was want-
ed for pelitiecal reasoms., He had sought refuge im am underground closet
and later in the evening when the Turks had gome out telling Miss Frear-
son they had government orders to spend the night away(they, it seems
were members of the party who later attacked the French about 10 P.H.’
and for her te bar the gates, the man made his escape, and creeping down
through Jewish and Meslem cemeteries made his way ti the Christianm quart-
er where he made himself kmown im the early morning, =and gave news of the
esccpeand of the safety of Miss Frearson and her family. The Am rican
Mission has asked the localMutassarif(govermor) te grant safe comduct to
them to come to us, We shall undoubtedly have Lhis answer to-morrow, Am
Armenian messenger left this evening for Kilis and thence to Aleppe carry
ing a message to the Armenian Uﬁicn, one for us to the Aleppo headquartss
and ome to the Amsricam Comsul inferming him of our precarious comditienm
here, We are hopimng the French alsoc may have sent one asking for re-
enforcements, The weather of the past two days has beem in favor of the
present situatiom to the advantage of the Christiams. May it continue so
while so many have to¢ sleep out of doors!!

April 3rd.--Last night there was sharp fighting betweem the Armenmians mih
with the assistance of the twenty-five Trench soldiers om ome side, and
Turksin the vicimity of the Catholic Church., Homd amnd rifle grenades

were used and it 1s thought that many Turks were killed, Dr. Baghdéiam,
brother-im-law of my interpreter, and im command of ome of the sectioms,
came to visit me this moraing and ask my assistance in securimng rifles
and ammunitiom for them from the prench, This was latter arrsmged and
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ten rifles with about 15Q0 Poywnds 97 smmumnition was secured for them. The
Trench have not yet turned their cammom._upem the c ity fer it was learmed
to-day at the Missiom that same thirty ,remch seldiers with an efficer
were imprisomed on the morming of the first day when they were in the
market mekimg their usual purchases, amnd that the Fremch are mot strong
enough here to demand the surrender of these men. A meeting of Armenians
amd Turks, to which a member of theAmericam Missiion was invited, was held
this morming, The Turks propose terms of peace, but sdch that it is um-
safe for the Armenisms to accept.The American member has spoken stromgly
in favor of the French amd the Armenians, amnd asked the surrender of the
French soldiers amd officey This was acceded to, and they were to be rel-
eased at sevem this evening.Whem the time came, news came that the Turks
had decided to ke® them until morming, We had a brief note from Miss
Frearsom, on Mardim Hill, this méraning saying the brigands had evacuated
her place leavimg one regular amnd two irregular gemdarmes,She, also, is
apparently beimg held as hostage, To-day the,K Fremch sent out an officer
to view the Armemian stromnghelds. Evidently this report was very favorabi
for the Fremch decided to establsih liaisom and have appointed the officer
Alresdy more extensive fortifications have heen begum znd othersperfected
In short everything is beimg prepared for a long siege. About moom to-
day there was great rejoicing wham a Fremch aeroplane flew above our
grounds, Everywhere from the hills thad the Turkish cuarter humdres of
bullets were fired at the plame, but withour effectexcept that the avia-
tor was umable to lamd, Mail and news for the French were dropred and I
think the pilot understood the situation very well so that he can report
our comnditiom whether our messengers reach their goal or not.Ome of our
perscomnel went to visit the Armenian pcsit icns to-day.From cme poimt he
saw im an exposed street the body of a womamn being tormn to pieces by dcgs
She had evidently been kilked, or wounded om the first day wham many were
massacred, z2md being im a open placenobody could reach her, Fefugees are
steadily decrezasing im numbers as their confidence in their positions
increases, and more are returmingto their homes,

April 4th.--Easter Sunday! And in the land where more than 1900 years ago
our Savior lived and died.l was awakened this mormimg by thesound ofxkmav
heavy firing which lasted for about two hours, There seem tohave been mo
mordé shots exchanged to-day tham om any previous day, although there were
only six casualties among the Armemians-- cne man was kélled by a grenade
he was attempting to throw at the Turks, and five people were badly
burned whem a child threw a lighted match into a quantity of powder which
was being made im an Armenian house, It is thought that the Turkésh
casualties to date amount to mearly two hundred. The Armenians have
already improvised two cammon from hollow cylimders used im mangles for
making the gloss to the haad-woven native cloths, To-night the Fremch
officerx amd four of the soldiers held prisomers by the Turks were
released, The promise has been given that the rest of them will be deliv-
ered to-morrow,

April 5th))This has been the least evemtful day since the trouble start-
ed, We have examined the homes of some of the refugees and find them to
be perfectly safe since the situatiom has apparently settled dowm, =0 we
have compelled many of the people to go back amd remainm until a further
change may come, There has been very little & ooting, and true to their
promise the Turks released the rest of the Fremnch prisoners. The gemeral
opinion id that the Turks are tryimg to appease the Fremch until more
Turkish fighters are collected from Marash and elsewhere. Last evening we
heard that our courier had beem obliged to turm back, but the Colonel
sent two Armeaians disguised as Turkish villagers to 'Kilis with a message
asking for help Thin may bring a force sufficient to breakthe deadlock

-
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" IT.,again visited the Armemiam positioms and foumd the defences temarkably
well comstructed, But both the prench and Armemian positions are being
, are being stremgthened each mnight, By motaing a complete line of commumi-
cation will have been established betweem Fremch headquarters and the Amer-
ican Misédom buildings, and themce to the Armemiam positions Among the Turks
killed to-day was a prominent Moslem hodja(priest) and member of am importam
Turkish committee,

April 6th,--Comparative quiet has reigned to-day. Drs. Merrill and Shepard
of the Americam Mis#om continued peace megotiations with the Turks. They
asked for the release of the thirty Armeniam prisoners and renewed the re-
quest fér safe comduct for Miss Frearson and family. It was arranged for the
two Anerz:;gqvi;:it;p.Turka,--Shoikh Effendi, the highest local Moslem
leader, and the, Chlef of Pol Asad. it Eill. Both sides
were ordered not to fT;o, .if'zlﬁn':‘iiﬁltﬂfgi ad %ﬁ’igi;iaglmhde‘ b as-
cent, The proposition to le=ve was put to Miss Frearsom, She willd degide by
tem o'cloek to-morrow, Upom their returm to the city the party was fired
upon three times,.

April 7th,--1t seems that we are certainly im the care of a merciful God
for to-day a Turkish house was entered in the Christian quarter and aboutxxO
1000 bushels of wheat and corn were found. This is mothing less tham a God-
send since food-stuffs of a4l kinds are mot very plentiful as thex other
Moslem houses looted had remdered omly small quantities. The Turkish-Amers#
ican party again visited Mardin Hill and drought Miss Frearsom and family
gsafe t0 the eity, They ae now more or less emfortably escomsed in the climie
building, Their story was ery interesting aad some of the details were very
amusing, Every mook and cormer ia their house had been searched, and their
recital of hte suspicions of the ignorant Turks at seeing American stoves,
etc/ was surely fumny, A corset found among sOme old clothes was thought

to be mothinc less tham an infermal machine, I re-visited all Armenian
positions agaim amd foumd them much stronger tham om my last trip. The
Armenians have made another cammon using seraps of irom, keys, locks, door
knobs, etc. for shrapnel, and have nearly one thousand lances made for
fighting mem who have no guns. They have already formed a commission form
of govermment to look after the affairs of the Christiam quarter duriag
this crisis.To a persom they are behind ithsart and sou}, and their morale h
has beem greatly stremgthenmed by the Fremch sending them about twenty-five
more sldiers and some machine gums to strengthem their weakest positionms,
To-night a gemeral attack was made upon the French and the Christian
quarter.It came wham we were at dimner, amd such a fusillade of shots was
raher discomncerting after the quiet of the past two or three days. The
French answered with machine guns nad with rifle and hand-grenades, and
were mot obliged to use any of their cammoa, At ome of the weakest Armenian
positions mout 100 Turks attacked, but were easily repulsed with the hand-
grenades made by the Armemians themselves, Durinrg the firing a bullet pass-
ed through a thim wall at the hosp ital and whizzed past the head of the
Superintendent, This eveming five persons were badly burned whem a child
threw a lighted match into a pile of powder that was being made in an
Armenian house, :

April Sth,-- After the events of last eveming Dr, Shepard has been thorough-
1y coavineed that the Turks have mot been & all sincere in theirrequest
for am armistice, and he has determined to lend every emergy to imcrease

the efficiency of the Christian defemnses and the organizatiom in general,
Telephone wires were cut im three places last night by firimg, but communi-
catioms within ocur quarter were re-established this mormimg. Ador Livonian,
the leader of the Armeniams, mim and who during the war held a commission

in the Imntelligence Corps of the pritish ,rmy, and who during the past six
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months has beem the worthy assistant of the American Y.M.C.A. Secretary, is

- the héro of the hour and is daily gaining im popularity among the Christians.
His Lieutenant, Avedis, is also a popular hero, The French have sent a few

» more soldiers {o-night expecting a recurrence of the events of last evening,

April 9th,--To-day has beem again rather quiet, We fimished barricading the
hospital and other buildings so that we now fesel quite well protected fom
rifle fire, Thirty Senezalese(Fremch colomials) soldiers care last midnight
for Armenian positioms--principally near the Missiom buildings. While passing
between Hospital and French headquarters Dr, Shepard was shot at several
times,

April 10th,--To-day we received the following telegram from Admiral Bristol;
the Americam High Commissiomer: * Bristol wants to know your health and needs
Wire Miss Allen g/h,lu ¢ Kemal Pasha, Angora,"The messaze appeared rather
phony to us ri':%’p ‘&t’:% care of Mustapha Kemal Pasha, the Nationalist
leader, We held & meeting of the persomnel and were undedided as %o whether
wex should answer it or not, As no decision could be reached it remained
unanswered thinking if it were gemuine a second one might be sent, There Xx
has been rather sharprifle and hand grenade firing during the day, and it
continued into the evening, In spite of thés the Women's Brigade completed
their sectiom of wall betwesen the Seminary and French headquarters,

April 1lth,--Americans held mother meeting to consider the amswer to the
telegram of Admiral Bristol, but mo decisiom could be reached. We were noti-
fied last evening of the arrival in Aintab of four prominent Armenians from
Marash., They were brought by the Turks, and for the purpose of influencing
the Armenians here to joim forces with the Turks, using as their cue the
fact that the Fremch im Marash withdrew leaving the Armenians to thier fate.
Drs, Shepard amd Merrill received them on the Christian side at the Y.M.C.A,
and after the conference the Marash Armenians decided mot to see those of
Aintab for, as usual, the case had been misrepresentéd to them by the Turks.

April 12th,--We had aother letter from the Mutassarif asking us to reply to
our telegram from Angora, We held another meeting and decided this time upon
a reply, We were cautious mot to include anything in it that could be used
agzainst us later, and consequently we all felt that it was rather weak, The
Turks fortified a minaret about 150 feet from our hospital compound, This
menaced our positiom more than anmy other intremchments they had made. Late
in the aftermoon after a heavy fight lasting about ome hour the Armeniams
"ud Fremch took the minaret, and drove all the Turks from that quarter,At
-ace preparations were made to level the minaret as the Armenians did not
feel they were stromg enough to hold the position against a very strong
counter attack.Masons set to work to remove the foundation stones, but dark-
ness had by this time fallem making it necessary to leave it untii moraing,
This eveming came word from the Mutassarif asking two American missiomaries
to go to the Turkish quarter to-morrow morning for conferemce with the Turks
and the Marash Armenmians. The Turks made a counter attack after dark to re=-
take the mosque, but were easily repulsed,

April 13th,--Dr, Shepard refused to g0 to the conference this morning and

we all stromgly urged Dr, Merrill mot to g0, but to mo avail.He could not xx
agree with the Turkish policy and became rather alarmed when they said,
"Perhaps if we keep you a couple of davs on this side you will chamge your
mind," To this amother said im an undertone,"No, not this time." As he was
ready to leave news came im that the minaret had fallen, It was like the
dropping of a bomb upom them, I suppose, and during the excitement he left
them. The Turks in gemeral were furious about this destructiom and made a
fierce attack, but had to fall backin the face of grenades, neitner of which
the Turks seem to have Th° A;nonianl also burned two more yO°slem houses that
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menaced their positioms. Dr. Merrill presented our telegram to the Mutas-
sarif, who asked that we send a fuller statement of our conditiom and needs.

.April 14th,--This morning we sent a message t0 Admiral Bristol, and as I
“rpecall it,after the following fashios¥Aintab besieged for two weeks. Amer-
ican flag fired upon comtimuously, Condition desparate., Send help of all
kinds immediately." We haven't much confidence that the message will be sent
as writtemn, Dr, Merrill went this morming to visit some Turkish families

in the Christiam quarter who had remained om this side when the trouble
began, The Turks thought we were holding them prisdmers, so we gave them the
opportunity of going to the Turkish side, This they refused to do, There are
also two Turkish women patients in the Americam hospital who do mot wish to
leave . Last evening there was another fierce attack om all sides but espec~
ially at the YMCA where Turks agaim used machine gums, The Marash delsgationm
of Armemians actually started back to-day, We had thought the Turks might h«
hold them or treat them badly because of their failure to do anything here.

April 15th,~--Things have remained vexry much the same as yrsterd:zy. There has
been an oeccasional exchange of siots and one woman,- a native nurse was shot
and killed in ome of our empounds, News has came to-day of the capitulatiom
of Ourfa(the Ur of the Chaldees) It is said that 5,000 Arabs allied them-
selves with the Christians of Ourfa against the Turks and after the arrival
of French re-enforcements the city was bombarded for six hours whea the Turk
decided to give up. The French here are further emntrenching themselves and
tchetes(brigands) are seem working industriously om the surrounding hills,
Another messenger left to-might for Kilis bearing a long letter from the
Americans here to our Comsul im Aleppo, and also a message, im code, from
the French to their headquarters im Kilis, It is rumored that the Mutassarif
addressed a vast assemblage of Turks last night during which he urged them
on to fight, saying,%Allah would have it so", and told them it was their
last chance and the only hope to save their natiomn, The expected attack of
last evening failed to materialize, due probably to the fact that the heavy
rains made the enemy trenches untenable,

April 16th,-=Early this moraning maaine guns ian the quarter occupled by the
Prench and Armemians began their rat-tat-tat, The French colummn was coming #
in from the directiom of Hadja Koyoun and Turks were escapimg before it, and
being shot dowm by machine gum amd rifle fire. Fremech officers tried to im~-
duce the Colomel to bombard various parte of the eity, but he remained
obdurate and would not permit the gums to be used before aftermoom. About
woon the vanguard of the imcoming column appeared om the distant hills, thmxk
¢sheir ddvemnt being heralded by a fierce barrage from their cammon to clear
the way, (Fvidently their cammander was not afraid to have their gums used.)
Shells were dropped upon and near the citadel(Saladim's forees fought the
Crusaders from this fortress)and from my post im the old orphanage in the
lower part of the Christiam quarter, I saw five shells dropped upon and near
the goverament Xww buildings, Am sorry the day was Friday--Moslem Holy Day--
as the Mutassarif and Sheikh Effendi, the two rimg-leaders, might have beea
in their offiece im the building, By this time dozens of Turks were seemn XE¥-
running away through the Moslem cemeteries trying to escape hefore the om-
coming Fremeh, Only until them did the Aintab Colomel order his gums to be *
fired, and those frightened from their hidimg places fell victims to the
machine gurn and rifle fire, When we saw them rumming I sent a message to X
the Armenian c ommander, and soom he and five riflemem were shooting from

the upper windws of this abandomed orphanage.The Kurdish quarter was after-
ward bombarded for about two hours--ome of the minarets being hit twice.

One company of new soldiers entered and occupied Miss Frearsom's kouse on
Mardim Hill, the cavalry occupyimgz the house of Sheikh Effendi's farm, while
the bulk of the troops is encamped around the city waitimg for the coming

of day and another column from Kilis, Here's hoping they hang the Mutassarif
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and. csheikh Effendi, and destroy enough lives and property to subdue these
devids for all times!

- April 17th,=-- I was aroused this moraing by the cammordding from the guns
of the mew troops who arrived yesterday, This is certainly sweet music! T
Machine gums in several sections broke loose and continued imtermittently
until noom, Durimg the morming a éourier came im and reported that thecolk
umn coming from Kilis would reshh Aintab about ome o'eclock. We had anxmxl
esarly luncheon 30 as not to miss amythiag that it was possible to see frm
our sand-bagged windows, The first welcome sight to meet our eyes was two
armored cars--the first to eater nere simce the British left. Immediately
behimd them came a troop of eavalry followed by infantry amd artil (the
battery being composed of six of the famous 75's) besides the trucks and
native wagons bringiag supplies for the soldiers and for the Armenians.
They met with no opposition om the road although the troops who came yes-
terday from the east met with a stiff resistance., One offigcer teld me he
never went through a heawier rifle fire during the Great War than they met
with outside Aintak aTter coming from Hadja Koyoum yesterday., No soomer
had the mew Kilis columm takem up positions tham they begam pouring xkml
shells imnto the city, despite the fact that the Mutassarif had sent a pre
test to the Colomel this morming against the bombardment!!! We understand
that the French will send an ultimatum to the Turks to-morrow mornimgxm:
and if it is mot complied with a gemeral bombardment will take place. Sk
Sheikh Effendi has beenreported to be on his way to Aleppo to raise a
force of 1,500 Arad tchetes to assist the Turks., The Armenians advanced
their positions again to-day and captured the house of a hodja(priest).
It was found to contaim 600 bushels of wheat, about 300 bushels of corm
and barley, besides 15 kantars(five toms) of figs, raisins, and pekmez(
(grape molasses). These things will augment the fast dwindling food suppy¥
of the Christians,

™

Apr$l 1Bth,~- The sum rose this moraing in a cloudless sky and Over a city
whose Christian populatiom was never more light-hearted and happy, but,
alas, as nogg approached rumor came that the Kilis column would evacuate
on Tuwsday leaving the eity im a state of siege, amd it had become noised
gbroad that five of the Americam persommel wereleavimng with it. The fact
that thesg same Americams had beem waitimg weeks to get out to civil-
jgatiom since their comtracts expired, had mo effect upon the Armenians
who theught the Americans scented damger with the withdrawal of aay of
the troopsThe Americans held a meeting this aftermoom to determine what
demands should be made uponm t he Fremch for protection to ourselves aad o
our charges, and what persoms should be semt out with the troops.An ACRNE
nurse and I shall remaim here with five members of the Americam Mission
who are also assisting im ACRNE work,Durimg our meeting the welcome whir
of & motof was heard, amd lookimg out we saw a Fremch aeroplanme about to
descend, Troops and the armored cars soom took up their positions and the
aviator landed--the first time in about ome month, He brought new orders
that eatirely ehamged the plans. The Kilis forees will remain and a FEWET
gemeral bombardment of the city will take place to-morrow, This was very
welcome news to all Christians. General de la Motte will arrive by aero-
plane early to-morrow before the firing begims,To-might the Armenians are
happy agaim kmewing that the columnmn will remainand that the Americansxmi
will comsequently have to remaim lomger. We expect a veritable "exodus"
of Armemians, however, whem they do go, Who cam blame them?

April 19th,-- This has beem amother qulet day as far as things military
are concerned., Im this respect it has beea rather disappoiatimg after wha
we were told yesbterday. ‘bout eight o'cloek the aeroplane came bearimg th
the gemeral, amd ome hour later word came that part of the Kilis columnm
would leave to-might for Kilis and Katma to brimg supplies of food and
armunition _ The five ,mericans decided to go with them and everything
was in 2 bustle of excitement to get the packing dome on time. All the
£ A TR S e ey



