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was mortally woumded, This has brought the war to our wry doors,

Feb, th ;

This is the 18th day of the siege of Marash, and this morning we
had a joyful surprise. An meroplame flew over the city and dropped sever-
al mesgages. Unfortunately the wind was very high and carried thexzmuxxz
messages into the Turkish part ef the city, but we kmow now that help
is mear smd ithat we are mot forgctien, ¥ore victims for the operating
kkikketuble and more graves for the cemetery.This afternocm we had anoc-
ther glimpse of am aercplane ad the French headquarters seat up signals
se that they might know where to land if they wished. Everybody is elate
te think that commuulcitiom with the outside world had agalm beea estab-
lished. 7e had am answer from ths Mutassariftoe-day im reply to our
letter which accompanied the communiecatiom sent by the Turkisa officials.
He regretted trat he could do mothing-ithout comsulting the Cormander
of the forces but appreciated our interest and thamked us for our xind
offer of mediztiom, I hope help will come before 4l tre Armeniams have t¢
pay the awful price of this necedless war.

' Peb, 7in

At ilast re-enforcsments are im sight and are already fightiag theilr:

_way imto the city. Ths guns im the plaim are shelling the hills over

which the scouts expect to reach the barracks. We heard to-day that all
the girls in the rescue home have been kllled. Tnere wers anvul, Sigiivy
of them, To add t6 the horror ¢f the crime, the Turks thils aterncom

set fire to the bullding, and we had the gruesome necess ity to witness
the seene without being dle to 1ift a hand to save them, The First
church &iso is om fire.

¥eb,8th,

The Fremeh iroops are in the valley, amd their guns are shelling
the hills but it may be some days yet before theay can emcircle the city
and /close im on the enemy. The wounded continue to come and new deaths
take place daily. This afternoon we spent witk the Preanch neneral and
his staff in the uppr story of the college buildimg watching the battle
in ‘theplein md the attexpt of the French relievimg troops to make
connection with the seldiers im thebarracks. This they did later in the
day, Ian the evesnisg we had a Thanksgiving service im the colllege.

Peb, 9th,

Gen., Querette informed us te-fay th& he has received mxzEmscorders
to evacuate the city at midnight of the nrimth.Thim news as cansed alarm
ell through thecompound. Everybody is terridbly excited. Women and child-
renare crazed with fear. e have urzed him to staytheir departure 2= *he
Turksare or the poiafi of surrender., He said his orders were imperative
but he would tyy to gseciurs 2 delay of 24 hours. If they evacuate the
city, we are mot sure what treatment we will receiv: =t the handa of the
Turks. We shallremain however, at ourposts of duty to do what we cam %o
shield the Armemiansamd protect American interests. We hope for the best
but many fear the worst. Our lepe is im God,We trusi Him ‘here ws cannot
tace Him and believe that im some Divine wey our lives will be scared,
put if met, God be with you all until we meet again. *I thask =y God
upor evry remembrance of you,"

Feb., 10th,

The Fremch Gemeral in response to onr earnest entreaty has granted
= delay of 24 hours before leaving the city. We are hopimg 'c bring abou
om understandinmg with the Turks that will preveat further massacres. The
Premch teok most of their wounded out of the city last night, but 1€ft
20 im theemergemcy hospital. The Armemiams im the compoumds sre fratie
and desperats They are deiecrmimed to leave the city with the Fremch
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aspaknFcfeer magsacre if they remaim. The scenes are indescribablyxg!hlﬁ
ipatheticand tragic.. Our greatest comcern is for Miss Buckley im

,Bethshalom orphan M{‘ ' ]:gp N@IM the siege. We trust
. Bhe is safe, We f:ﬁ' .—'mﬂﬁ‘s; lr&ée cmpﬁxiblﬁne rot been notifie
+» of the Prench withdrawal., We have been fitting out the refugees for the
‘journey glving them food amnd clothes to the extent of our supplies,Meny of

iuwﬁ;thC older boys and girls will leave with the exiles. Dr. and Mrs. Wilsom

will remain, Dr. Elliott, Miss Schultz, Mrs, Powers and Miss Dougherty will
leave with the troeps, I have decided to stay , but as twe or three thousaw
are going out like sheep without a shepherd, Dr, Wilsom thirks I had better
20 to take charge of them and find them food and shelter at their destin-
atien, It is a long hard trip of mearly 75 miles through mountain and plain
and I fear many of them will nte be equal te it., It is winser and God help
thenm if the wimther should be sewere, We are trying to arrange peace terms
and if the French forces would remaim only a few more days in the city, I
believe the Turks would lick thelr hands in abject surrender. We have just
had am interview with Dr, Mustapha the leader of the Turkish forces, and he
has agreed to call the mnotables of the city together to-morrow for the pur-
pose of comsidering terms of surrender? But the fact ike is unaware of the
pesitive withdrawal of the French troops to~mmight., The troops and refugee
left the city betweean the hours of six and nine, The French General and his
Jtaff left about 10330, I accompanied them, It was bitterly cold, The city
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three or four hours we arrived a2t the camp on the plaim,, and two o'clock
on Wednesday morning the lemg colummn moved from the plain on to its three
days' jourmey %e¢ Islahie,

Feb, 1lith,

As the column moved away fraa the city, it was ablaze with splendor.
The great barracks just evacuated by the ¥French was on fire, silhoutted
agairst the sky. Through the lomng moomdight might the columm marched , and
until moon, When we resghed the village of Euloglow we rested for the remawn
der of the day,

Feb, 12th,

At six A M, the column sta®ted on its long march to Bell Hounar. The
weather was severely cold and many of the weak ones dropped by the wayside
to frreze or to starve to death, ‘&:‘;ﬁ;‘tha codumn rested for two hours, n
and reached Bell Hounar at five P, &;~$ih vi Jages were burnmxt by the
soldiers after the columm had h¥ough. There were very meagre accome

ations in the village aand multi @ wePs engamped im the open to suffer
seriously from hunger and exposures
Feb, 13{Rriday) ‘

During the night a snow storm raged and at six o'clock the coelumn
prepared to move forward while it was yet dark, The smowstorm increased in
violence during the early morning hours to a blizzard and comtinued through
the longz dreary march, From 12 to 18 hours the civilians plodded their way
through the smow drifts. All along the lime the weak andinfirm firopped from
shepr exhaustion, It is estimated that before the columm redched Islahie
more them a thousand refugees had perished im the smow, besides many of the
soldiers, It was .the tragic ending of a tragic exodus,

Feb, 1l4th, .

We did eur bed to care for the peor refugees in Islahie, Many diedxxft
after reschimng their destination, No accomoedations were available in the
village, and vexy little food, I iaterviewd the Turkish govermor amd the
French commandant, and secured their ce-operatiom in doing something for
the refugees., A bakery was secured t¢ furnish bread and a mill to grind
flour, I left with the Fremch wounded on the eveening traim for Adama tc
oonfer with Dr., Dodd of the A.C.R.N.E., and Dr. Chambers of the Americ



muaion to see what could be dM to help these unfortunates im theirxax

distress, Milk and blankets were dispatched immddiately and further
supplies prepared to meet the urgent mecessity of the situatton, All the
Amer ican forc“%ﬂwamgiﬂ Fhemselves-to the to the service of
these stranded Armeniamns, It is hoped that eventually they will be
breught to Adana where the pastors of the ecity are preparing to receive
them and house them in their churches and other instétutions in the city.
I am now trying to return to my staliiem at Aintab by way of Beirut amd
Aleppe, Dr Chambers, who is en his way to Comstantimople to plead the
cause of the Amninl before the rpeesentatives of the Entente Powersg
will carry this message with him as a record of the events that transpire
in Marash during these crucial weeks,"
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Youneg Men's CHRISTIAN AssociaTing
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""119), " Rue de Lille, Paris.
13th April, 1918,

Mr. R. P. Travis, ’
Company D,
502nd Engineers,
A.E.F., France.

My dear u». Travis. 3 T

The Marquis de Ségur was so much
interested in his eorrespondence with you ard
I felt so happy about it Now, alas, it has
come to0 an end, for the saddest of all reasons.
After an illness of about 8ix weeks my poor
friend, who, as I think I told you, was very
delicate, died on Sunday morning. I know
that, although you had never seen him, you
will regret this sad news. He was the very
last of his name, - a long line of great men
who have distinguished themselves in many ways
and helped to write some of the glorious pages
of France. Lafayette, as you know, was one
of his ancestors.

I am going to propose to you another
correspondent as French brother - the Corporal
Besson, Attaché au Cabinet du Ministre de
1'Armément, 74 Avenue des Champs~Elysdes.

He 1s a clever Frenchman who speaks English
and has lived both in England and in New York.

I am writing to him at the same time
to tell him that he may expect to hear from
you. You car write to him in English or in
French, or both as you will.,

Hoping to hesr from you soon,

"~ Believe me,
Sincerely yours,

(3. LRsery.



AMERICAN COMMISSION
TO NEGOTIATE PEACE

Hotel de Crillonm,

Peris, ¥ay 13th, 1919,

Sgt. Iia:,’ Fe 'Era-ViS’ J.!..S.c.’
Elysee Palace Totel,
Paris,
S1e;
I am in receipt of your letter of the 10+th instant,
I regret very nuch to say thet the application blenks and pamphlets

regarding the diplematic examinction mentioned in the newspapers

have not yet reached me from Vashington tut that I am expecting to

" receive them within 2 faw days. lieanwhile, I enclose to you
herewith & stotement which shows the nature of the examination.
If, after reading this, you think it is worth your while to take
the examinaticn I shall, upon receipt of advice from you, tcke

pleasure in sending to yor copies of the blank and pamphlet when

received.

Tour obedient servant,
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& Bheikn Effendl, amd destroy enough i« i$;::‘9r°pert9;%o suhdue thess
riks for all timell! & I el

pril 17¢h,=- I was arcused this morning by the canmondding from the guns
v the new iroops whe arrived yesterday. This is certainly sweet nusie! 7T
Machina guas in several ssctions broke loose and continued intermitientily
: until noom. During the morming a courier came im and reported that theccl
= -~ vyma coming from Kilis weuld rezch Aintab about ome o'clock., We had anzmxd

¢ early lumcheca s¢ as mot to miss anything that 1t was possible to see fra
our saméd-dagged wincdcows, The first welcome sight te meet ocur eves was two
arecred cars--the first to enter here sdnce the Britisk left., Irmediately
behind them ceme a2 trocp of cevalry followed by infantry and artillery(tke
battery being cumposed of six of the fmnmcus 75ts) healdes the trnoks aad
mative wazcns bripging supplies for the soldiers and for the "‘rmenians,
They wet with: wo op ositicz om the rosd althoush the troops Whe come ves-
terday from the east met with a stiff resiatance, One officer teld me he
mever went throush a zearisr rifle firs during the Great War tham they mst
with outside Aintab after coming from Hadia Koycum vesterday. ¥o socner
haé the new Klile column taken up positions than they began pouring whml
shiells into the city, d=spite the fact that the Mutassarif had seat a pre
test tc the Colomsl ihis morriag az.inat the bombardmentl!l We understand
that the ¥rench will send an uliimatun 1o the Turks to-morrow mornimgxx’
and if it 1s not complied with a geaeral bormbardvent will take plage, 2
Sheixh Brftenal hos bacnramvorted fo hae om his wav to Alevpo to ralse a
forcs of 1,500 Arab tchetes to ussist the Turks, The Armenians advanced
their positions again to-day and canptured the house of a hodja(prieat).
It was feand %0 contaln £00 bushels of wheat, about 300 bushels of corn
and bavley, besides 15 kantars(five tona) of fi-s, raisins, and pekmexz|
(grzpes mclzsase). Thess thinzs %will angment the fast dwindlimg food sudoy
of the Crnristians,

April 1%th,-- The sum 7Toses this morping in a cloudiess sky and over o city
whosa Christian population was never more light-henrted and happy, but,
alas, as noon approached rumor came that the Kilis column would evacuate
on Tmsdav leaving the eity in a state of slece, and it had become noised
abroad that five of the Ameriecaa peraouasl wareleaving with 3t, The fact
that these game Amsricans had heen walting wesks to get ouf to civil-
jzation slmce thelr coatracis exnired, ad mno maffept upon itne Armanians
who taonghi the Americans scented damger with the witndrawal of any of
the troonsThe imaricans held = meating this aftaranoon’ to determine wnat
deraads snoald be made upor t he Prsuch for orotection to ourselves and
our charges, aad what persons shouid bs sent out ¥ith the troops.’n ACRNE
murse aad I shall remzin here with five members of the Amer)can Wisszion
#no are alsoc assistiang im ACRYUE work,During our mesilas the waleoma whir
of = motct was heard, amd looking out we saw a Frameh aeroplane about to
descend, Troops and the armored cnTs s00n took un their positiocas and the
aviator iandsd--the first time in mboul One month, FMz2 broucht new orders
that entirely chamged the plans., The ¥ilis forses will remain and a xmmxY
gener:l bombardment of the citv will taks place to-morrow, This wae very
wealccie newds 50 #ll Christiams. Tenerzl de la ¥Motte will arrive by azerc-

e plane early tC-morrow pefors the firing begins.To-mnignt the Armeniass are
i hepry again KROWing thet the 6ol ime wiil remainand that the Americansxxi
L will coasequastly have to rem=ain loamger. We expect & veritable "excdus"

'§;£zj;¢of Arn

\ eniana, however, wnen they do go, Who ecam blase them?

~= Thiz has heer apother oniet day as far as things nilitary
- . :ed, In this respect 1t has been rather disappointing =¥ier whal
T3 e § $a yesterdsy. 4beut eight o'clock the meroplane came berlig th

: 2 %4'{, and one hour lster word came that part of the Kilis colurm
B to-nizhat for Kilis and Kaitma tc brimg supplies of fecd -nd
3 M e fiwe Americans declded to go with them and everytning
tle of excitement to get the packing dome cm time, 411 the
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